
Joel 2-3 
“The Day of the LORD” 

1. 1:15 - The Day of the LORD is near 
2. 2:1 - The Day of the LORD is coming 
3. 2:11 - The Day of the LORD is awesome – who can endure it 
4. 2:31 - The Day of the LORD in at a specific time 
5. 3:14 - The Day of the LORD is at a specific place 
6. 2:1-32 - “To the Jew first” 

a. 2:1-10 – Judgment on the Land 
b. 2:11 – “Who can stand in the face of God’s wrath?” 
c. 2:12-13 – “You can, if you return to Me in sincerity” 

– those who humble themselves before God from the 
heart will find Him merciful even in the midst of 
judgment (See Isaiah 26:20-21) 

d. 2:14 – “Can He forgive after we have rejected Him 
for so long?”  

i. True humility does not take God’s mercy for 
granted but appreciates that God is not 
obligated to save (this is a common theme in 
The Twelve: see also Amos 5:15, Jonah 1:6, 
Zephaniah 2:3) 

ii. See John 6:68: this is true repentance – to turn 
to Him as your only hope, knowing He has 
every reason NOT to receive you, yet 
knowing there is no hope in turning anywhere 
else 

e. 2:15-17 – “But turning to Him is our only hope – so 
we will turn and trust in His mercy” - The people of 
Israel respond in faith – just as in 1:5, 8, 9 and 11 all 
kinds of people are called to mourn, so here every 
group of people is called to humble themselves, weep 
and pray to God for help 

f. 2:18-27 – And God responds with salvation to all 
who turn to him in sincere faith 

g. 2:28-32 – And, having received His people, He will 
‘pour out His Spirit’ not only on Israel but on all 
nations 
 

7. “Then to the nations” 
a. 3:1-8 – God declares His loyalty to Israel even as the 

nations continue to despise her 
b. 3:9-12 - “Gather together all those who would seek to 

destroy God’s people and replace Israel’s God 
c. 3:13 – “Put in the sickle – the harvest is ripe!” – see 

Revelation 14:17-20 
d. 3:14-17 – The great battle in the Valley of Decision 

(‘Armageddon’) begins, as God judges the nations, 
while protecting His people 

e. 3:17 – And all the earth will know that Yahweh, 
Israel’s God, is the Only One True God, as Ezekiel so 
often proclaims, “… Then they will know that I 
Yahweh am God” 

8. And after the storm –  
a. 3:18 - The Land of Israel will prosper 
b. 3:19-21 – All nations will be judged based on how 

they treated the People of God (Matthew 25:31-46) 
i. “Egypt” – those who enslaved them – that is, 

those who actively persecuted them 
ii. “Edom” – those who refused to help them 

(see Numbers 20:14-21) 
9. God’s message to us from Joel 

a. The universality of judgment – In Chapter one, all 
levels of society mourn (elders, parents, children, 
drunks, priests, ‘all the inhabitants of the Land’– no 
one is immune or exempt 

b. The universality of hope – the mercy of God is 
available to all levels of society (2:15-17 – elders, 
children, babies, bride and bridegroom, priests) 

c. The universality of the promise – 2:25-27 – “I will 
restore to you all that the locusts have destroyed” 

d. The universality of the gift – 2:28-32 – “I will pour 
out my Spirit on all – all nations, all ages, all classes 
(master and servant)” 

e. Those who turn to God in humility will be saved, 
while those who oppose God will be desolate forever 

f. Desolation comes from many sources but Restoration 
comes only from the One True God  
 


